In researching genealogy, | have run into numerous old books that describe
family histories or histories of whole towns. In several cases | wanted to
scan sections of such books and make them available on the Internet. Some
of the books were probably still officially covered by copyright, but the
authors were almost certainly dead and it would be impossible to discover
if anyone cared to enforce their rights. In these cases, it would be very
useful to the public in general to allow these materials to be copied.
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